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\\,err()l]'t on a l)e]\\/ and clean plarret... and hou, thc trtusic...

"'Why are you running???" he got to sltout. "Why ar(: yotl

runningPl 'flre air isn't toxic here, it docsn't snrell tradl

Nothing's gcling to happen to yott! I-isten to tne!... What's rvith
this troise?!... he cursed angrily, ltut the nrusic of the prc--set

prol{rarn did its .iob and rtished in his cars at hi.q}rer vo}ttrle,

and liarl arvoke sontcu,hat aliruptly lrorrr his slc:ep, dazelcl altd

effbrtlessly, understitnding in a fi'actiotr of a second thel

rneatritrg of' his dreant.

Ift: coulcln't evcu call it a nightrrrart:... ltc had those tre{irre

;1rcl he knerv that this was .just a bild clreatr, boru out of'the
lbar of failing.

Norv he u,as.it-tst lying itr bed, rvith his trrnrs ttnder his head,

clayclrt:aming. IIis black hilir, lrristly af-ter his sleep, was irl
sharp contlast rvith tire irnpersonztl lvhite of'the bedsheets,

r:r,en ilr the dirn light of the rcom.

IIe clidn't get out of lred right n\\'ay Lrut uave hirnself"sorne

tinre to process rvhat hacl,just lrappenctl.

"I should r.vrite a book. Like a .journal. 'fo help rne think...
to heal, Altor:t all these years of despcrate searches ancl about
having eyes on nle," he. thor-rght, afibcted by the prerssure ht:

felt starting r.r,ith the r,'ery eariy motnt:nts of' thr: do.Y,

interrsi{letl [ry the uot-so*subtle drearr that u'oke him trp in a

r:old sr,l eat.

As a child, Karl hnd heen strotrgly irnpressed lry the contrast
br:trvec'n the frailty of the pap€)r pages, as he remernbered thent

frorn tire musellrn and the power of tlrc ideas t]rey cotrtained.

An antithesis that ahvays r-erninderi hirl that in lifb nothins is

as it seerns at first glancer. Like his existr:ttce. I{e lvzts str

por,ver{irl and etrviecl by billions of people... and still, hc hlrerv

that his rvorth r'r'ould amount to nothing if'he faileil. A srnall
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it u,as ther first day of'the last"journey.

"'Who lrnou,s... rnaybc I'11 have titner lr,hr:n I'rn old... to
start trar.elling again, to meclitate, to rvrite r]ly nlemoirs," he

consoled hinrself'rvitir a fhint trace o{'hutrout'in tite corner of'

iris rnorrth, half srnile, half'.qrin, and g*ently shook iris head as if
chasing a\\'ay a part o{'the pressure atrd all those thouqhts.
lIe couldn't allorv hinrserlf any doubts or hesitatiotts, but lx'
corrld use self-irony firr therapetrtic plirposes.

I Ie rosr: to the edge o{' the l;cci antl looked arorrncl the

runfhmiliar aparttnent, his property, lxrt still unfarniliar, irt

w'hich he had slqrt. Just a fleeting phase...

Iior all htrnrattity, this expeclition was the encl of'

adolescence. tlre rnontent r'vhen the young adult leaves ironttt

to find his on,n path antl r:rc-'ate his orvn nest. Lzrte adolescetrce

arrd a clesperate departttre, trlle, but it could be clescrilted as

such, fronr a positivr'-rorttantic llet-spei:tit.e.

I{ot fbr Karl, hor,vever. }{e fblt this-iorrrncy as att entlil"l.!{, an

ending ucconrpanied lrv er)ormor.ls resporrsibility, uniclue irt al]

its aspects. -l'hcre \vils l1o prcceclent for rt,l-rat lie rvas trying to
achierrer, arrd therelirrc-' nti grricle to fb]Iou'. And he couldn't
shalre ofi'the tlrought that, whater.er hi.rppened, mistakers rvill
ber rnadc, and he u'ill hr: tried fbr tirern hy thc narrow rninds of'

the peoplt: u'ho u,oultln't he alrle to resist in his place not et.en

fol tirre nrinutes. Itt a lvav, {irr hinr, it rvas the tlue cliite.

And one thing rvrls c-ertair-r. IIe did not intend to st'ttle ort
'l'erra torvarcl the end o{'his lifb, a1thou54}r a1l his lifl }re had

fbught fi>r'her and her yreoplc.

I{e already r,r'ould ha."'e likcd to skil: all those years to
fi-lllou,, anticipating the hardships antl the unexirectcd that la.y

aheacl.'Iirat is rvlry he rvas thinking ot'old age. Ile wiis a seeker,

a discoverer of planets, but norv lris trission irad been i:hatrgerd.

Ile lvas nou'given tirc task of'ti.rkins the first lreings to a planet

ro I Aodr""a )oba5u
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the terraforming process.
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even greater, and there rvas
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u hy he dicln't cven cflre about them atrd he hadn't checkccl his
fhancr:s firr years.

Ironically, nrillennia of' pLrblic c<;ttsciousness had provcn
tirat clurirrs thcir lifetirnc, people rr'clr(: prirnarily kroking firr'

recognitirin of' their rnerits and thc possession of' as many
asscts as possil;kr. I{e had thetn lrot}r, but neithcr had improved
his existcnc€:, at lcast trot u1: to this point in his lifle. tle nevcl'
laclied anytiring {rorn a rnatcrial point ol'n'ierv, }rut neither dicl

he havc too nttrch, plus }te hael heern taLrght to thinlt on a cosrnic
scalc, and irrdividr-iai u,ealth rvas an expirccl notion {irr hirn.

Karl did not ncc:essarilv appret:iate f;irrottritistn, but he ditl
not refirsc comfort rvhenit rvas beirrg oflered to ]rirn.'fhe tnrth
is that he and 'l'crra didn't krron, each othr:r' r'ery u,e11.

In conserqucr-Icc, he act-.eptecl u,ithout iresitation a living
sp?rce ofibred by the Iiarthen Aviation anti it seernecl to hinr
quite small conrparetl to his quarters on the ship, ccrtain he

lvas rnaking a rnodest choice, although, in realit_y, that
cttlriculum rvas stanclardl;, designed {irr a group o1'threc people
rvith exceptional financial resorrrces and stable ernotional
rerlationships. 1'hat is, lirr a trrmily u,ith a chilci, in the ancient
rncaning of' tlrc phrase.

IIe hacl some vague trotions about lr,hat standard lifb on
-l'erra meant, troti<.lns ht: had gatherecl not fi'orn cxpcrience,.,

brrt tronr the rellorts he rcceived as a conlrniinder rvith the
Earthen Aviation. I{e had very rarely come intt> crolrtact rn,ith

reality, er,en less so lvitir its gloorny sider, unpublislied on
mcdia channels. Not necessarily bccausc he dicln't care, lrut
hec;rLrsc lie tlid not have tire tinte for such interactions.
IIis nrind I'iail heen trainccl to fircLis orr specific tasks and not to
rvaste his cognitivc or ernotionzrl attentinn rn problerns he:

could not solve. IIe had er,'cn takr:n a firll course on this,
Inte.grative Inclividual Nc'urocognition, but tiris morning lrt:

ts I Anclreea Doba;u

i'rad the fLerling he did l)ot rcI
alrnoyingly Iong, useless rtatr'

IIe irad Lleen on -lerra f,or' ,

insisterrce, lre hari taken u

]ior r,vhat purpose, he dici r..,
siron,n ter the rvorld. So tirat e

lcarrirrg fiotrt here, an:rolrg ti
their filture. 0f colrrse, he ,

uriU. . . agaill. . ., but lte lttlcici'
taken. I-le ltacl ]rad to corllpl'.)l
peace, so another'otte u'ottltl

In thc short tirne beforc' 1,

didn't et'en activate his holor
fblt in his. . . allocated arri
intcracting lvith them, bilt
arvliu,ard to materrialise th.
strange and alnrclst devoirl ,,

night he got back exhaLrstetl

Ile got out of bed alrrrrp:
transfbrr"ning his cleternr

surrenriered to the Person:r1

tirr everry hunran heing. Tire :

irp to that rnoment, thesl'r:irr

oiit ptrfbctly. It ad.jrrsted its
accortling to the utilitariar
apartrnent's firnctiorrs. 'I'he l
to allou, the e,ve an

i:orrcentration in the air alstr

cent, t0 boost the rnetabolic r

lIc.qot out o{'the sleeirirg
ac<ltrired an optimal arnoLtnt

\'1ultifunctional htrd confirnr
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sanitizing roonr. Ile trcver fbrgot to check the PM to see if all

his paramctcrs are in ordcr. No sane pcrlion ever f<lrgot that.

I{e took ofF his disposahle pyjamas and thrcrv thern irl the

alcovc that attt<;tlatically operted trp in the bathroorn wall.

r\ gtrst of' air absortrerl thern torvard tlrc recycling pocket'

IIe linerv that therc they rvill be soalied in an enzytnatic

solution and integratetl into the r"ecyclirlg proceris. L,r'erything
rvas clesigtted and tlrE;anised accorcling to maxirnttnt eflicierllcy

principles.

I{e raiscd his hands in fi'ont of t}re scl}sors to sigtrzrl that he:

g,as rr:ady lnd zr stt'e,rm 6{' 1r'ater of' preciselv 39,5'(l rvas

trailing up and dolvn his perfectly proportionate and athletic

irody, rnaking him flinch. And rvoke him up cornplertely.

tlis lrody tlten reiaxecl a ltit becaltse it anticipated that a gush

ol r.,apours like a soft rnist n'oulcl fbllor'r', u'hich he knelr'

con tai ned a rn ix ture of' cli sinfbctan ts, tlernla llra sio n s u bstancels,

enrulsifiers, and perfilrne. Another strr:am of' high-pressured

\vatcr remorred the excess se'brtnt, deatl sl<in t:ells, ancl atry

potentially pathogenic microorganisn'ts, firllou'ed by a draft of'

\\rarrn air destined to dry tlre sltin and replant the saprophytit:

organisrns requir"ecl {br g<;od epithr:lial }rcalt}r. Everything
unfirlrk:cl ri'ith rnedical precisiott and eflicient:y, accorditrg tcr

the pr"ecise indicatiotts of' the l'M, rvhiclt was permiilrently
ljnkcd to the Synthetic llrain of'the apartmetrt. Without a

nronrent of pk:asru'e or actual relaxation. It tl'asn't
an lssue lbr hinr... Irle'11 ha','e tirne firr this at sottrepoitlt.

NTc:attu,hile, his thoughts cotttintted to fircus otr the firtrrrt:.
"I'his tirnc, Karl rvas to lead the first group of'earthlings uteant

to cr-rlonise atrd terraform a planet. The Iiirst Planct' A neu'

hornc firr the people u'ho had overpoprrlatt:d Earth arld had

depleted its resottrces,

Although the number of births was lro\t strictly controllecl

r,l l Andre ea l)oba5u

on Terra, the phenomenon h

of the little blue planet. It wi

that the planet succeedt

demographic control. Befor

advocating against o\rerPoPu

Penple's mentality had not
religion and politics continut
iong time. Numerous ancien

trundreds of years for the ri1

possible, to defy restrictiotrs

brought upon the sPecies an

of divinity, Politicians had

rvanting to remain in hist'

ancestral rights.

Karl used to.joke about tl
He didn't want to get invo

make a diflbrence for the ear

"NIy greatest curiosit3' is

to see w'hether theY are gre
can lie to themselves so st

stated in one of the Public
rvhen he had discovered th
hopes were aimed at nou''

The rneeting had been hr

the Earthen Aviation an(

intercoms on the planet, dut

news to be announced.

Karl was .iust telling tht
conditioned to not be able '

his lifle... his or that of ar

claims. That was whY his t.

simple, direct, exhaustive, a

t-
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What hc did not l.inor'r, lvas that his declarations rvere

arnplified or adjustcd acr:orditrgly in suclr a short tinre so that
the etttire irroadcast scctned rea1, atrci lris icleas rl'crc in perfbct
harmr:rny rvith those that aclrninisterctl the rvhole systern.

No senterlce \!'as lc:ft to chance ;rnd could not be suspectcd of
absolute originality. It was dif]icult ttt instantly irarrnotrisc:

oliinious tirat could decisivcly itrfluencc fitty billion people, or
so rvor-rld have saitl tlte people u'lto tnotlerated tht: hol<;

transrnissiotrs trncl r,vere clit'ec:tly rt:sponsible fbr the itnpact of'

each \r,<-lrcl.

'Ilhc tate of httrnanity raclically chaneed at the tnornc-'ttt

rvhen the orgiurjc cottl'ertel' \vi.rs invented lvhetl it ltecarne

capabli: of'transfbrming an.y st.tbstance tltat containecl carbon,

oxygetl, tritrogeu, and hydrogen into sirnple saccharide,

protein, and fht molccnies. Thus, u'orldwide huttger rvas

r:radicated and the prirnary rtutritional nc'eds u'et'r: covered.

Enough x,itli tire lrungr,:r! IJut ttot poverty.

'l-he planet's resources \verc invested in the most
er"rlightenecl brains, as u,cll as gigantic research fhcilities, in thc'

hope of llndine sorne cluit:k nleans to relocate such a iarge:

nurnber ot'people. Kari i,vas one of'these brains.

As an irony ot'millenary l)r"olx)rtions, t]re erzidication of'

huuger lr-as the only issue that u,ohe thc-' conscience of'the
irunran spex:ies. Somehr>u,, pol i ticia ns ancl sr:ientists sr-rdclen[y

realisr:tl, at thc szlnlcl rnomelnt in history, that tire demographit:
e:xplosion causercl bv thc c)plrn access to nourishment rt'il1 bring
abctrt the erntl that el'eryone fbnrcld, inrt fi':rv dared to call or-rt

Iorrd. Er,ery nriraclc has its pricer...

Orrcc thc sanitizing procerss \vits llnished, Iiarl rvent to get
llrssecl. I{e headetl tou,arcls ther cotntnancl panel attd aslted, ottt
ri'liatrit, tbr a standarcl unifiinn.

''\o, corru:ctiori," lre .saitl aftcr trvo seconds. "'l'he Captaitt's

tc i An,lr*.a Doba;u

uniform. Today the crew neer

need one," he sighed, a11olvin1

loud about how big the respon

insecure he felt, I{e was excitr
space expedition, but this 1

exploration, but about creatil
All those years of preparatio
amplified leadership qualities t

overwhelming importance of t

He was a realist and an ir
aware of his superior abilities
want to place his crew in a sitr

no strict need for it or he didn
therefore, often enough, durinl
he wore the standard uniform,
his rank. In this way he h
conscience and not perceive t
continuous test, inoculating t.

intrinsic leader position, one

rank in order to mentally lea,

their immediate and unconditi

On the way to the water dis

ensuring his sugar, protein, f
hours, plus a medium-intens
quantity indicated by the PSf.
felt too nervous to eat;

"Emotions lower my
perception, reduce the voiurn
from the environment and al

act," he scolded himself as he

learned years ago in the psyt
put on his trousers. The phrar

l;


